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Short history

1983: Development of the Domain Name System
To replace the ‘host.txt file’ of network node names and their associated IP adresses

Administration/DNS of the few 
domains mostly by universities or 
individuals on a voluntary basis
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Short history

Early 1990’ies: Rapid growth of the number of 
domain names

Local stakeholders from the 
Internet community 
professionalise and organise the 
administarion of their ccTLDs 

foundation of DENIC (.de), Nominet (.uk), SIDN (.nl), ...
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Short history

second half 90ties : Cooperation and Coordination 
on DNS relates issue

TECHNICAL  issues

Root server access, Broadband

ccTLD POLICY related issues

1999 CENTR to facilitate the DIALOGUE and the EXCHANGE OF 
INFORMATION among European operators of registry 
services
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CENTR anno 2010

CENTR Passport

Full name : Council of European National Top Level Domain Registries

Membership:  48 Full members (ccTLD registries from Europe and beyond)

10 Associate members (gTLD registries, ccTLDs outside Europe)

12 Observers

CENTR Members account for over 62 million ccTLD domain name registrations which is 80% of 
the total number of ccTLD names registered world wide

Staff: Brussels based secretariat with 4 staff
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CENTR meeting structure

General Assembly
Management level

3 meetings / year

Thematic workshops
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CENTR Thematic workshops

8

TECHNICAL

• DNS infrastructure

• DNSSEC

• OpenDNSSEC

• DNSSEC signing 
methods

• EPP

• Detection of Fast 
Flux Botnets

• Security Audit of a 
ccTLD registry

• Conficker 
monitoring

•...

MARKETING

• ccTLD market 
analysis

• Growth 
prognosis for 
ccTLDs

• ccTLD awareness

• Promoting 
domain names

• Communication 
strategies

• Social networks

•...

ADMINISTRATIVE

• Registrar relations

• EPP

• Registration 
systems

• DNSSEC 
implementation

• Public Relations

• Registrant data 
verification

• customer 
satisfaction

• ...

LEGAL

• Registry policy 

• DNSSEC

• Dispute 
Resolution

• National 
legislation

• Whois policy

• Court cases

•...

RESEACH AND

DEVELOPMENT

• Registry’s R&D 
activities 

• ONS Platform

• Certificates in 
DNS

• Internet 
Healthcheck

•...

AD HOC IGF WORKSHOP



CENTR survey & statistics
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Extended Survey Library

Topics: every relevant question!

- What dispute resolution system does your registry offer?

- Do registrars pay a pre-paid fee?

- Do you have a partnership with your national CERT?

- How do you verify the registrant’s contact information?

- Which measures assure that your services can cope with 

sudden increases in demand? 

- ...



ccTLD news
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Internet Governance Forum
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Recent activities

DNS-CERT comment

CENTR reminds that ccTLD registries are deeply 
involved in maintaining security and stability of 
the DNS, often beyond the scope of their own 
activity as top level domain managers. The 
comment supports the renewed focus on security 
in the ICANN strategic plan and in the mean time 
highlights some concerns in relation to the DNS-
CERT initiative. 

The comment can be found at 

https://www.centr.org/main/news/5548-CTR.html .

https://www.centr.org/main/news/5548-CTR.html
https://www.centr.org/main/news/5548-CTR.html
https://www.centr.org/main/news/5548-CTR.html
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Recent activities

CENTR A-level survey

=

2 yearly survey amongst CENTR members,

General overview of the practices and domain name 
registration principles

- 2002: 37 CENTR Members participated

- 2005: 36 CENTR Members participated

- 2008: 43 CENTR Members participated

- 2010: 48 CENTR Members participated
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Recent activities

DNS movie 

With over 32,000 YouTube downloads is CENTR’s 
‘DNS Explained’ a great success. In the mean 
time some members have translated the movie. 
DNS is now also explained in Catalan, Dutch, 
Finnish, French, German, Norwegian and 
Spanish. A voice over is added to the original 
movie. 

https://www.centr.org/main/5418-CTR.html

https://www.centr.org/main/5418-CTR.html
https://www.centr.org/main/5418-CTR.html
https://www.centr.org/main/5418-CTR.html


15

Recent activities
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Thank you for your attention!

More about CENTR at

http://www.centr.org

wim@centr.org

http://www.centr.org/
mailto:wim@centr.org

